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Valve maker celebrates twentieth anniversary
AopportUnity in

the market to
supply the

mining industry with
good-quality high-
pressure, low-
maintenance slurry
pinch valves led to
the' establishment of
local valve manufac-
turer Corflex in 1982,
and the company
celebrated its 20th
anniversary this year.

Marketing manager
Dave Webber says
conventional high-
pressure steel valves are
maintenance-intensive when used
in slurry applications.

"Over the years Corflex has
met the demand from the market
to produce higher-pressure pinch
valves, and the company is proud
to supply the market with the
highest-pressure-rated pinch valve
in the world .

"High quality, low maintenance
and safety were and are what we
hold as important features in our
products and we are proud to say
that all our val ves are tested
extensively," Webber says.

Corflex pinch valve sleeves are
pressure-tested to twice the
recommended working pressure,
and destructive tests have been
carried out to greater than three
times the recommended working
pressure.

Dave Webber

All the company's
pinch valve sleeves are
manufactured to ISO
9002 and QS 9000
standards, and test
certificates to certify that
the sleeves have been .
physically tested are
supplied.

"This fanatical detail
has paid dividends, and
Corflex valves have
been referred to by key
players in the industry as
the 'bullet-proof slurry
valve', or the 'Rolls-
Royce of pinch valves',"

Webber enthuses.
He says his company found that

there was not only a need for
good-quality high-pressure pinch
valves, but also for a good-quality
low-pressure pinch valve for
slurry applications.

This resulted in the company
developing the Corflex Nippit
pinch valve, which, Webber
says, has proved to be a popular
valve used in the application
of puinping slurry at low
pressures.

The Nippit valve is designed
for use as a control or isolating
pinch valve.

To fill the demand for pinch
valves that did not need any
type of actuation other than
just using air or water, Corflex
developed a Nippit ATC valve
for low-pressure applications

which, Webbersays,hastaken
off extremely well and has
proved to be a popular type of
isolating pinch valve and will
give 100% shut-off.

"With all these exciting
applications, it is of no surprise
to discover that not only are
South African mines looking at '
Corflex for solutions, but those in
the global mining industry are
turning their heads south," ,
Webber enthuses.

The company has customers in
Australia, Canada, the US, South
America, Israel, the UK and vari-
ous countries in Africa, to name
but a few.

"The underlying detail to
safety, quality and low
maintenance has paid major
dividends over the years, and
will continue to be the
company's drivers into the future.

"It is with this conscious
attention to safety issues that we
felt it to be exceptionally
important to draw the industry's
attention to an increasing trend
in the industry - that of
inappropriate installation of
open-frame pinch valves.

"We have, however, watched
with interest how the demand
for higher-pressure pinch valves,
has unfortunately also led
to an increase in what we feel are
unsafe dangerous installations
on site.

"In our opinion an extremely

dangerous practice is creeping
into the industry, and we feel
compelled to draw attention to
it," Webber says.

According to him the practice
of installing open-frame pinch
valves in high-pressure
applications is increasing at an
alarming rate .'

Pinch valve sleeves, if and
when they fail, fail suddenly
without warning, the result of
which could be serious injury to
operators or any personnel who
are in the area at the time of
failure.

Apart from the possible serious
bodily injury that can occur, a
sleeve failure in an open-frame
valve can present users with
some serious environmental.
issues.

If there is a sleeve failure
in an open-frame pinch valve
the result is similar to a burst pipe.

"Corflex believes the days of
placing open-frame pinch valves
in the field or plant should be a
thing of the past, and all high-
pressure pinch valves should be
enclosed.

"We at Corflex. will continue
to draw attention to all our
customers that safety and
erivironmental issues should not
be overridden by the economic
need to curtail costs by installing
open-frame valves," Webber
concludes.
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